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Recommended Reads for KS4

The Princess
Bride
By William
Goldman

Romance and
Adventure

Easy

Buttercup has fallen for Westley, the farm boy, and when he
departs to make his fortune, she vows never to love another.
So, when she hears that his ship has been captured by the
Dread Pirate Roberts, her heart is broken. But her charms draw
the attention of Prince Humperdinck who wants a wife and
will go to any lengths to have Buttercup. So starts a fairy tale
like no other, of fencing, fighting, torture, poison, true love,
hate, revenge, giants, hunters, bad men, good men, beautiful
ladies, snakes, spiders, beasts, chases, escapes, lies, truths,
passion and miracles.

| capture the
Castle
By Dodie Smith

Coming of Age

Easy

Through six turbulent months of 1934, 17-year-old
Cassandra Mortmain keeps a journal, filling three
notebooks with sharply funny yet poignant entries
about her home, a ruined Suffolk castle, and her
eccentric and penniless family. By the time the last diary
shuts, there have been great changes in the Mortmain
household, not the least of which is that Cassandra is
deeply, hopelessly, in love.

The Adventures
of Huckleberry
Finn
By Mark Twain

Adventure and moral

development

Easy

Huck is a young, naive white boy fleeing from his
drunken, dangerous Pap, and Jim is a runaway slave
longing to be reunited with his family. Flung together by
circumstance, they journey down the Mississippi
together on a log raft, each in search of his own
definition of freedom. A daring adventure and a story of
staying faithful to your own morals, no matter what
society values.

Pride and
Prejudice
By Jane Austen

Exploration of class

and romance

Easy

Pride and Prejudice was first published in 1813 and is a classic
romantic novel set in early 19th-century England. The story
revolves around the spirited Elizabeth Bennet and the proud
Mr. Darcy, exploring the complexities of love, class, and social
expectations. Against the backdrop of the English countryside
and the drawing rooms of the landed gentry, Austen skillfully
crafts a narrative that satirizes the societal norms of the time
while portraying the individual growth and romantic
entanglements of its characters.

Journey to the
Centre of the
Earth
By Jules Verne

Sci-fi and adventure

Easy

An ancient book is opened by the eccentric Professor
Lidenbrock and his life — and the life of his nephew Axel -
is changed for ever. An old piece of paper has tumbled
from the book, a priceless parchment that will lead them
on a terrifying journey to find what lies at the centre of
the Earth.
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The Hobbit Fantasy fiction Easy Wiza'rd Gandalf, Gollum, and the spectacular world
By J.R.R. Tolkien of Middle-earth recounts of the adventures of a
reluctant hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and
the cruel dragon Smaug the Magnificent.
An eleven-year-old orphan, has arrived in this
Anne of Green verdant corner of Prince Edward Island only to
Gables discover that the Cuthberts want to adopt a boy,
Bu LM Coming of Age not a feisty redheaded girl. But before they can
y £ 9 9 Easy send her back, Anne wins them over completely. A
Montgomery much-loved classic that explores all the
vulnerability, expectations, and dreams of a child
growing up
A farm is taken over by its overworked, mistreated
Animal Farm by Dystopian Easy animals. With flaming idealism and stirring slogans,
George Orwell Political Satire they set out to create a paradise of progress, justice,
and equality. Thus, the stage is set for one of the
most telling satiric fables the evolution from
revolution against tyranny to a totalitarianism just
as terrible.
Sherlock Holmes Fast-paced mystery In his consulting room at 221B Baker Street, the
By Arthur stories Easy mastert.sleuﬁh recgtl\}:eg aﬁ?treamdogf:llents all -
Conan Doyle ’E)(;ejrfrna\l/glg im wi affling and bizarre mysteries
Medium The Catcher in the Rye is an all-time classic in
The Catcher in Coming-of-age cqmmg—of—age Iltgrature— an elegy to teenage
the Rye by JD allenathn, capturing the‘deeply human need for
Salinger cormect!on and the Ipedeermg sense of loss as we
leave childhood behind.
The Outsiders
By S E Hinton Coming-of-age Medium The Outsiders is about two weeks in the life of a 14-

year-old boy. The novel tells the story of Ponyboy
Curtis and his struggles with right and wrong in a
society in which he believes that he is an outsider.
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The Road is the profoundly moving story of a

The Road by Sci-fi/Post- journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no
Cormac apocalyptic Medium hope remains, but in which the father and his
McCarthy son, “each the other’'s world entire,” are
sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its
vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the
worst and the best that we are capable of.
A Most wanted A most wanted man is a gripping and disquieting
it - story of paranoia, disillusionment and betrayal in
By Toahnn le >PY flctlon Medium the moral no-man's land of the post-9/11 world.
Carre
Oranges are not This is the story of Jeanette, born to be one of God's
the only fruit LGBT elkict: adgitid by a fana’Ti](C:aI F;entecpstal famhily and
S . ablaze with her own zeal for the scriptures, she
Jeaiyette Coming-of-age Medium seems perfectly suited for thg life of a m.issionary.
; But then she converts Melanie, and realises she
Winterson loves this woman almost as much as she loves the
Lord.
Cider with Rosie Semi- Laurie Lee's lyrical, romantic account of a rural
By Laurie Lee autobiographical Medium childhood and loss of innocence in the 1920s.
coming-of-age
The Scarlett letter Historical The story involves the Puritans portrayal of the sins
Bu Hawthorne icti i . of a young woman. The book stirs the reader to
/ flcgs;/fno;:m Medium obtain a high moral compass.
Great Pip must discover his true self, and his own set of
Expectations Historical Medium values and prio_rities. Whether such values allow
By Charles fiction/Gothic one tq prosper in the complgx world.o1c early
Dickens Victorian Engla.nd is the major guestion posed by
Great Expectations, one of Dickens's most
fascinating, and disturbing, novels.
The Tragedy of Romeo is a Montague, and Juliet a Capulet. Their
Romeo and Medium families are enmeshed in a feud,. bufc the moment
Juliet Play/Drama/Romance they meet—when Romeo and his friends attend a

By Shakespeare

party at Juliet's house in disguise—the two fall in
love and quickly decide that they want to be
married.
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The Trial
By Franz Kafka

Dystopian fiction

Wuthering
Heights
By Emily Bronte

Gothic/Romance

It is both a haunting meditation on
freedom and the powerlessness of the
individual in the face of state power, and
an ominous prefiguration of the
totalitarian excesses of the twentieth
century.

The Picture of
Dorian Grey
By Oscar Wilde

Gothic

horror/Philosophical

The passionate love between Catherine
Earnshaw and Heathcliff - recounted
with such emotional intensity that a
plain tale of the Yorkshire moors
acquires the depth and simplicity of
ancient tragedy.

A beautiful young man wishes that his
portrait would age instead of himself,
his desire becomes terrifyingly real. As
Dorian pursues a life of pleasure and
moral corruption, he remains eternally
youthful while his painted image
transforms into a horrifying record of his
sins.

Macbeth
by W. Drama/Tragedy
Shakespeare
The Odyssey
By Homer Epic poetry

It dramatises the physically violent and
damaging psychological effects of
political ambitions and power.

One hundred
years of solitude

Epic fiction/Magical

realism

The epic tale of Odysseus and his ten-
year journey home after the Trojan
War forms one of the earliest and
greatest works of Western literature.

One Hundred Years of Solitude tells the
story of the rise and fall, birth and death




By G Garcia
Marquez

The Grapes of
Wrath by John
Steinbeck

Historical Fiction

of a mythical town of Macondo through
the history of the Buendia family.

Atonement
By lan McEwan

Coming-of-age

The novel captures the horrors of the
Great Depression and probes into the
very nature of equality and justice in
America.

Long Way to
Freedom
By Nelson
Mandela

Autobiography

On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-
year-old Briony Tallis witnesses the
flirtation between her older sister,
Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a
servant. But Briony's incomplete grasp
of adult motives—together with her
precocious literary gifts—brings about a
crime that will change all their lives.

The book profiles his early life, coming of
age, education and 27 years spent in
prison: an epic of struggle, setback,
renewed hope, and ultimate triumph.







