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Term  Topics  Useful Links and Resources  How best to support your child 

Michaelmas   Teacher a) Drama and poetry pre-1900 Studying 
a Shakespeare Text (usually studied is 
Shakespeare or Twelfth Night). 
 
 
 
Teacher b) Comparative and contextual study 
Reading/ Studying of the two set texts in Section 
B of the Comparative and Contextual Study 
section of the A-Level exam (Usually studied is 
either Dystopia or Women in Literature).  

 At this point the primary texts are the key 
resources. Students need to read and consider 
these before doing further extended reading.  

 Ensure they have read the set texts, have 
their own copies and are able to learn/ 
discuss the societal backgrounds of the 
Comparative texts e.g. Dystopia and the 
genre/ historical setting of the texts etc. 
For ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ this requires for 
example background knowledge of 
Quakers, religious fundamentalism.  

Lent  Teacher a) Continuation and consolidation of 
studying Shakespeare text (usually studied is 
Hamlet or Twelfth Night).  
 
 
 
Teacher b) Continuation and consolidation of 
studying two set texts in Comparative and 
Contextual Study Section of the course 
enhancing understanding of the two set texts 
from the set text list book. (Usually studied is 
either Dystopia or Women in Literature). 

 British Library has lots of incredible resources 
for many of our authors and texts. 
https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature  
 
JSTOR has many academic journals and is a 
great resource for engaging in secondary 
reading which is a requirement of A Level.  
https://www.jstor.org/  
 
Viewing other ‘expressions’ of the texts is 
essential e.g. film productions/ theatre 
productions/ ballets (e.g. Virginia Woolf’s Mrs 
Dalloway was reproduced by The Royal Opera 
in Woolf Works). 

 Entering discussions with your child about 
the texts and their issues.  
 
Also keeping an eye out for theatre 
performances etc and encouraging 
attendance if possible.  

https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature
https://www.jstor.org/
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Trinity  This term is about consolidating and ensuring 
students have read and covered all of the set 
texts for both Comparative Literature (the two 
leading texts, the Shakespeare Play, Henrik 
Ibsen’s A Doll’s House’ and Rossetti poems. 
These texts are the required reading and 
studying for the two largest sections of the 
course, combined worth 80% of the A Level.  
 
The Unseen Close Reading Passage of 
Comparative and Contextual Study will also 
perhaps be introduced in lessons at this stage. 

 As above  Ensuring students are managing their time 
appropriately and giving appropriate 
amounts of time to revise the various 
sections. They are equally weighted and so 
all require due diligence.  

 

For further details about the A Level English curriculum, please contact: Miss Lynch, Subject Leader of English or view OCR website for course H472 


