
 

Work Related Learning 

Take the Lead with the Old Vic theatre 

Year 12 programme 

This is the third year in a row that we are running ‘Take the Lead’ programme in partneship with the 
Old Vic theatre.  The programme, which runs over a few weeks uses drama techniques and proves to 
be very benefitial as it helps our year 12 students develop invaluable transferable skills.  Students 
are taken out of their comfort zone and challenged through a series of tasks with the ultimate aim of 
becoming confident in pitching and presenting in front of an audience, which will come in handy 
when entering the world of work. 
 
The Old Vic’s expertise as a theatrical institution put together the programme to include creative, 
fun and engaging workshops, special events, online resources to develop five employability skills: 
communication, self-management, self-belief, teamwork and problem solving.  It empower young 
people to take ownership over their next steps after school, whatever those steps may be. 
 
Y12 Students’ feedback (Patricia): 
‘The 'Take the Lead' Workshop has encouraged me to be more open and more expressive of myself. 
I signed up to boost my confidence and my issues with public speaking, and in a short amount of 
time (2 sessions) I've already felt less nervous and self assured when doing activities like 'pitching' or 
'acting out a scene' as the people employed at 'take the lead' who come in, create a non-judgy and 
comfortable enviroment. I encourage others to take this workshop even if their future career is not 
in acting (like me) or that career field, because it is a way to develop skills such as teamwork, self-
belief, communication, self-motivation etc. that will be useful in future events like interviews and 
regular day to day life.’ 
 
Y12 Students’ feedback (Malak): 
‘My experience with Take the Lead programme has been amazing, I really enjoyed working with 
professionals on what actors have to go through in the real world. 
I really enjoyed the fact I was able to work with my friends and communicate more towards each 
other. Also when we had to play the role of characters we were told about in the workshop I was 
nervous at the beginning but the professionals we worked with made me feel really comfortable and 
helped boost my confidence to act in front of my friends. 
This was an amazing workshop and I would really recommend it other students to join it and have as 
much fun as I did.’ 
 
Katy Daghorn / Actress and Old Vic Workshop Facilitator 

 
Katy Daghorn is an actress, known for Little Devil (2013), Rosamunde Pilcher (2015) and Liebe, 
Diebe, Diamanten (2015). 
'The students at St Augustine’s were engaged, inquisitive and participated enthusiastically in the 

whole ‘Build Your Company workshop’, which is the second part of our Take the Lead programme 

here at the Old Vic. They were incredibly imaginative and worked well in teams to come up with 

creative ideas for a brand-new theatre production. In only two hours they managed to produce a 

creative vision, calculate their budget and design the publicity campaign, by delegating different 

roles and responsibilities to each member of their company. After this they had to present their pitch 

for a new show to a professional working at the Royal Bank of Canada. These students showed us 

how drama skills can be so transferable and help us to present the best version of ourselves in a 

professional business environment. Both groups delivered their pitch with confidence and style, and 

they were some of the most successful pitches we've seen from any school across the whole project. 

Next stop, Dragon's Den! Well done St Augustine’s. A big thank you to Mr Ydri who was so 



welcoming and supported us diligently throughout our whole time at the school. It was a pleasure 

meeting you all and we look forward to working with your students again.' 

Vanessa / The old Vic Theatre 
‘It's been a pleasure to be delivering some fantastic sessions to your students and especially currently 
during this period, so thank you so much for bearing with us and working with us to make this 
possible. The feedback has been incredible and has put smiles on our faces!’ 
 

 
 
Katy Daghorn (right) discussing script with sixth formers 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


