
I have been a mainstream
teacher for the past 10 years
and having taught a large
number of SEN students it
was a natural progression for
me to become a SEN teacher.
In 2017, both the SENCO and
Lead for the Deaf Student
Provision approached me on
whether I would be interested
in the training to become a
Teacher of the Deaf, a job
role that was unknown to
me. I agreed but had no idea
what I was getting myself
into. 

The first year of training was
great. I was spending time
getting to know my students
and really enjoyed teaching
and supporting them with
their studies. The time flew
and I completed my first year,
but soon the unexpected
happened. The lead for the
DSP was offered a job as Headteacher elsewhere and,
before I knew it, I was the acting Lead for the Deaf
Provision. It was overwhelming and I experienced a
combination of feelings: panic, apprehension but also
excitement for new opportunities! My second year of
training, combined with leading the provision, was a
rollercoaster as I was faced with many new challenges and
obstacles that I had to overcome. Despite this, I was

determined to make positive changes to the school’s
acoustics and for our provision.

St Augustine’s school was part of the Building Schools for
the Future (BSF) project and was the only school in the
borough to be built with the intention to have a deaf unit.
A Soundfield system was installed previously in some 22
classrooms but its function did not last long due to poor
installation. 

As we are the only deaf provision in the
borough of Westminster, it was
important for us to set high standards
and make our school deaf friendly. As an
aural unit we had to ensure that the
listening conditions were as good as
possible in order for our deaf students to
access learning. As a school we also had
to look at the bigger picture. It was not
only going to benefit deaf students but
also a larger range of needs. For
example, our school currently has 28
children with autism and having
improved acoustics would positively
impact on their daily school life
experience.

While training as a ToD and working
with my deaf students, I realised the
importance of my role as a ToD and
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wanted to make a difference in their lives. As
my knowledge and understanding of deafness
and its impact on a child’s holistic
development grew, my passion for educating
those children became stronger and I became
their voice. As QToDs, it is our duty to
empower, encourage and motivate our
students to achieve their goals, live rich and
fulfilling lives and become active members of
society. 

I attended the GLADE conference in
December 2018 and met Ricky (RG sound
solutions) who directed me to Greg. Greg was
already aware of the issues with the old
Soundfield system as he had visited our school

© BATOD Magazine March 2020      53

General



previously. I was already having discussions regarding the
installation of the Soundfield systems and acoustics with
our Headteacher, Mr Eugene Moriarty, and he was very
supportive and open to all suggestions and ideas. Eugene
submitted the bid to the Local Authority and in a very
short space of time, we received the funding to improve
listening conditions in the school environment. As a
school, we were very lucky to have a Headteacher who
was responding to students’ needs, showing a great deal
of understanding for students and willing to make
necessary changes to enable access to learning for this
homogeneous group of students. 

The works were carried out during the summer holiday

2019 and 52 classrooms,
the sports centre and
drama and dance studios
were fitted with
Soundfield units. The
dining hall (atrium) was
also treated with acoustic
panels and this has made
a significant difference in
terms of acoustic levels
as it is the centre of our
school building and
community.

The positive feedback,
not only from deaf
students but also from
other members of the
school community, was
phenomenal. It has been
noted that behaviour has
improved and that
students appear much
calmer around the
school. All teachers have
commented that since

using the Soundfield system, they have noticed a dramatic
increase in students’ confidence. Finally, the use of
Soundfield has also contributed positively to teachers’
health and well being. ■
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