
 

 

 

 14th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We hope that you and your families are well and are managing to cope in these strange and 

uncertain times. We would like to reassure you about some of the decisions and preparations 

we are making for when your child joins our Year 7.  At the moment we are in very challenging 

times and we think it is important to keep you informed about how transition will work this 

year. We are, of course, going to have to make changes that will work well for school and staff, 

as well as for you and your child.  We want to make the best decisions and would welcome 

feedback from parents and Year 6s who will be joining us, as to what they think they will need 

to help them settle into school after such a long break.  

 

Our Year 7 Team and our Special Educational Needs Coordinator have already started 

contacting primary schools to identify what support will be required when the students join St 

Augustine’s. Normally, after the SATs, the Year 7 Team start to visit students in their primary 

schools and talk to their teachers – gathering as much important information as possible. It is a 

great shame that we will not be able to meet our prospective students in their primary schools 

this year as we have done in the past. 

 

Transition to High school is such an important time in a student’s life and we want to ensure 

there is a friendly and supportive welcome waiting for them when they finally arrive in St 

Augustine’s.  

 

We are concerned about the effects of school closures, missed learning, missed friends and 

preparations for transition and how these will impact on the new Year 7s. We do not know if or 

when transition events can go ahead as planned, such as Headstart Day and the Parent’s 

Information Evening, but what is certain is that we still want to offer as much support as we 

can.  

 

We are arranging for our Welcome Packs to be available on our website.  This will include the 

Parent’s Information Booklet, information about uniform, etc.  This will also be posted to 

families at the earliest possible opportunity. The Year 7 Team is beginning to gather information 

from your child’s primary school and support is being planned for when school eventually starts.  

This information will include Teacher Assessments in place of SATs results and will help us to 

put students into their Tutor Groups. We are looking at ways we could remotely support Year 

6 students during Transition. You will receive more information about this soon. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Booklet called ‘The Next Step’ will also be put onto the school website in the next week or so 

and it might be useful if your child can have a look at this to help them consider some of the 

main differences between primary and secondary school.  Other ways we are looking at to help 

our new Year 7s are: 

 

 Having some specialised in-class support and discussions around how Covid-19 has affected 

young people’s emotional and physical wellbeing. This may also include some 

recommended therapeutic exercises such as ‘mindfullness’.  

 To provide some Transition Learning Projects in English, Maths and Science. These activities 

will be designed to prepare students for Year 7 learning.  

 Providing a recommended reading list on the website.  This will include a wide range of 

engaging books and it would be excellent if students can write a review after each book 

they read.  

 We are developing a dedicated area for transition on our school website. You will receive 

an e-mail when this is available to access.  

 We will plan some additional induction time at the start of the new school year to help 

students get to know each other and to help students settle into life in High School. 

 

We will keep you updated with important dates and information relating to transition either 

via the website or e-mail. We will work out ways for us to meet in person when the time is right.  

 

If you, or your child, has any specific worries about joining Year 7 please get in touch with Mr 

Russell, the Director of Learning for Year 7 on nrussell@stahigh.org or Ms Brady, the Year 7 Co-

Ordinator at jbrady@stahigh.org.  We want to hear your concerns and hopefully be able to 

reassure you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Lindsey Bird 

Assistant Headteacher
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