
Sociology Key Stage 5 Curriculum Map  
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Topic 

Socialisation, 
Culture and 

Identity 

Socialisation, 
Culture and 

Identity  

& 

 Sociological 
Theory 

Family and 
Relationships  

Family and 
Relationships  

& 

Research 
Methods 

Research 
Methods  

& 

Understanding 
Social 

Inequalities 

Understanding 
Social 

Inequalities 

Key Skills 

Understanding 
how research is 
used in sociology  

Viewing one topic 
from a number of 
perspectives. 

The use of data in 
interpreting 
trends around 
families and 
relationships 

How to 
understand and 
evaluate society 
as we know it. 
Understand the 
need for ethical 
practice and 
representative 
sampling.  

The use of 
scientific 
measures in 
understanding 
society in the 
context of social 
inequality.  

Understanding 
how aspects of 
identity can 
impact your life 
chances: work, 
employment and 
social life 

Knowledge 

 

What a culture is 
and what the 
different types of 
culture are.  

 

What are norms 
and values as well 
as their relative 
nature to culture. 

 

How society 
impacts an 
individual’s 
identity.  

 

The 
nature/nurture 
debate within 
sociology. 

 

 

The different 
types of 
socialization: 
Primary, 
secondary, 
informal, formal. 

The agents within 
society that shape 
our identity. 

 

Aspects of 
identity and how 
they may 
intersect. 

 

How and why 
identity may 
change 
throughout ones 
lifespan.  

 

Understanding of 
the distinctive 
concepts and 
ideas associated 
with each theory 

 

 
Understanding 
diversity in 
modern families 
and household 
and the reasons 
for it.   
 
Marriage, divorce 
and cohabitation. 
 
Demographic 
changes: Age of 
first marriage, 
number of 
children, age of 
first child 
 
The nuclear 
family in 
contemporary 
society. The 
ideology of it and 
the theoretical 
debate around its 
role and 
desirability. 
 
Debates about 
family diversity.  
 
 

 
To what extent 
are roles and 
relationships 
within families 
and households 
changing?  

Roles and 
relationships 
between parents 
and children  

What is the 
relationship 
between theory 
and methods?  

What are the 
main stages in the 
research process?  

Research 
methods used in 
sociology. 

 
Research 
processes, 
sampling 
techniques and 
ethics. 
 
Social inequality 
and difference in 
relation to: 
• social class 
• gender 
• ethnicity 
• age 
 
The main 
sociological 
explanations of 
social inequality 
and difference:  
• functionalism 
• Marxism 
• Weberian 
• feminism 
• New Right 
 

 
Patterns and 
trending in 
aspects of identity 
and inequality. 
 
 
How can patterns 
and trends in 
aspects of identity 
inequality and 
difference be 
explained?  
 

Assessment 

Outline and 
briefly evaluate 
the view that 
national 
identities are 
becoming less 
significant in a 
globalised world. 

Assess the view 
that the nuclear 
family is no 
longer the norm 
in the 
contemporary 
UK. 

Outline two ways 

in which families 

are diverse in 

terms of 

ethnicity. 

Illustrate your 

answer with 

examples. 

Assess the view 
that the nuclear 
family benefits 
capitalism. 

Explain and 
evaluate the use 
of structured 
interviews to 
study people’s 
attitudes to 
ageing and 
ageism. 

Outline ways that 
a person’s social 
class background 
may affect their 
chances of 
achieving a 
secure and well 
paid job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


