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Topic 

The US Constitution and federalism 

US Congress 

US presidency  

US Supreme Court and civil rights. 

US democracy and participation 

Comparative Approaches 

Revision Revision Examination 

Key Skills 

Knowledge 

The nature of the US Constitution. The key 
features of the US Constitution (as listed 
below) and an evaluation of their 
effectiveness today. The main 
characteristics of US federalism. 
Interpretations and debates around the US 
Constitution and federalism. 

The structure of Congress. The functions of 
Congress: Representation, legislative, 
oversight. 

Interpretations and debates around 
Congress. 

Formal sources of presidential power as outlined in the 
US Constitution and their use. 

Informal sources of presidential power and their use. 

The presidency, interpretations and debates of the US 
presidency. 

The nature and role of the Supreme Court and the 
appointment process for the Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court and public policy. 

The protection of civil liberties and rights in the US 
today. 

Race and rights in contemporary US politics. 

Interpretations and debates of the US Supreme Court 
and civil rights. 

Interpretations and debates of US democracy and 
participation. 

Theoretical approaches of rational, cultural and 

structural, and the different ways they explain similarities 

and differences between the government and politics of 

different countries. 

Compare and debate the following aspects of the UK and 

US Supreme Courts and civil rights and their resulting 

impact. 

The extent to which approaches can be used to account 

for these similarities and differences.  

Compare and debate the following aspects of the UK and 

US democracy and participation, and their resulting 

impact. 

Assessment 

Whole paper practice  

Evaluate the view that the logical next step 
after devolution to Scotland, Wales and N.  
Ireland is the devolution of further power 
to England. 

Whole paper practice  

Using the source, evaluate the view that 
Constitutional reforms in the UK since 1997 have 
been weak, incomplete and require further change. 

Focus on essay questions  

To what extent do individualist and collectivist 
anarchists disagree about the economy? 

Whole paper focus  

Examine the ways in which the US and the 
UK Constitutions are similar. 

Whole paper focus  

To what extent do feminists disagree 
about the role of the state? 

To what extent is nationalism 
progressive? 

Review of papers  

Paper 1:  UK Politics and Core Political Ideas 

Paper 2:  UK Government and Non-core 
Political Ideas  

Paper 3: Comparative Politics – USA 
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