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Topic 

Democracy and participation 

The constitution 

UK Political Parties  

Parliament 

Elections 

Prime Minister and Cabinet 

Voting behaviour and the media 

Relations between institutions 

Ideas - Liberalism  

Ideas –Conservativism 

Ideas – Nationalism 

Ideas – Socialism 

Key Skills 

Evaluative  

Comparative 

Contemporary examples 

Knowledge of key dates and events. 

Comprehension of a source. 

Verbal presentations 

Debates 

Evaluation of impact 

Understanding effectiveness 

Comparative  

Consideration of multiple concepts. 

Strengths and weaknesses of varying views. 

Knowledge and understanding from the source and 
beyond to analyse and evaluate. 

Knowledge 

The features of different types of 
democracy, similarities and differences. 

Debates over suffrage and its relation to 
class, gender, ethnicity and age including 
Reform Acts.  

Pressure groups and other influences in 
contemporary politics.  

Rights in context, including the 
significance of Magna Carta, Human 
Rights Act and Equality Act 2010. 

The nature and sources of the UK 
Constitution and how it has changed.  

The role and powers of devolved bodies in 
the UK, and the impact of this devolution 
on the UK and debates on further reform.  

The functions, features and funding of 
political parties in the UK.  

Established political parties. Their origin and 
development. 

Emerging and minor UK political parties. 
Their importance, ideas and policies.  

UK political parties in context. Multi-party 
systems and various factors that affect part 
success.  

The structure and role of the House of 
Commons and House of Lords. 

The comparative powers of the House of 
Commons and House of Lords. 

The legislative process. 

The ways in which Parliament interacts with 
the Executive. 

Different electoral systems.  

Referendums and how they are used. 

Electoral system analysis. 

The structure, role, and powers of the Executive 
and the main roles, including proposing legislation, 
proposing a budget, and making policy decisions 
within laws and budget. 

The concept of ministerial responsibility. 

The power of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet 
and the factors that affect the relationship 
between the Cabinet and the Prime Minister.  

The powers of the Prime Minster and the Cabinet 
to dictate events and determine policy. 

Case studies of three key elections, the results and 
their impact on parties and government. The 
factors that explain the outcome. 

The influence of the media. Assessing their role 
and impact during and between general elections.  

The Supreme Court and its interactions with, and 
influence over, the legislative and policy-making 
processes. 

The relationship between the Executive and 
Parliament.  

The aims, role and impact of the European Union 
(EU) on the UK government. 

The location of sovereignty in the UK political 
system. 

Core ideas and principles of liberalism and how they 
relate to human nature, the state, society and the 
economy.  

Concepts of individualism, liberty, state, rationalism, 
social justice and liberal democracy. 

The differing views and tensions within liberalism. 

Core ideas and principles of conservatism and how 
they relate to human nature, the state, society and 
the economy.  

Concepts of pragmatism, tradition, human 
imperfection, organic society/state, paternalism, 
libertarianism.  

The differing views and tensions within 
conservatism. 

Core ideas and principles of nationalism and how 
they relate to human nature, the state, society and 
the economy. 

Concepts of nations, nation-state, self-
determination, culturalism, racialism, 
internationalism.  

The different types of nationalism and the extent to 
which they vary. 

Core ideas and principles of socialism and how they 
relate to human nature, the state, society and the 
economy.  

Concepts of  collectivism, common humanity, 
equality, social class, workers’ control.  

The differing views and tensions within socialism. 

Assessment 

A focus on exam structure.  

Short answer questions and quizzes  

A focus on written introductions.  

Class presentations. 

A focus on PEEL paragraphs. 

Formulation of conclusions. 

Focus on essays  

Using the source, evaluate the view that UK 
democracy is in crisis. 

Focus on essays  

Evaluate the extent to which social factors 
determine voting behaviour. 

Whole paper practice  

To what extent do modern and classical liberals 
agree over the role of the state? 


