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Post-18 Pathways  
Information for parents and carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can you do?  
Deciding what you want to do or be in the future can be very daunting for young people, and 
also a milestone for you as you watch your child starting to think about becoming much more 
independent. It is important that you ask them to consider what they really like, and the things 
that they could do – they shouldn’t rule anything out at this stage.  
 
Encourage them to do research. They can look at career videos and consider the facts and 
figures or careers they may be interested in.  
 
They could look at the range of apprenticeships that are available and where they can lead – 
they are a completely viable alternative to a traditional university route.  
 
The college will help with the university application process, from starting to consider what to 
study to how to apply for finance and accommodation.  
Ask them if they are going to do work experience so they can gain more understanding of a 
potential career, or to help in the development of soft skills that will enhance their applications. 
You may have friends who are happy to have your son/daughter shadowing them for a couple 
of days in their holidays.  
 
Perhaps they could consider some volunteering opportunities that will serve to add to their 
experience, develop their soft skills and enhance their CVs.  
 
Have a look at some of the tools with your son or daughter that we will be using in the sixth 
form. For example: www.careermap.co.uk, the Careerometer from www.lmiforall.org.uk, 
information about apprenticeships and universities on www.ucas.com.  
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Information for parents and carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can you do?  
A key thing to remember is that preparation is the key for a successful university application – 
and that it isn’t always just about the grades. Here are some of the things that university 
admissions tutors will be looking out for, and what we will be doing to help:  
A Strong Personal Statement: A student’s personal statement should show passion and 
enthusiasm for their chosen subject area and demonstrate the wider skills and experiences that 
will enable them to succeed at university. If you can, prompt them to think about things they 
could do to enhance their application - the sooner the better!  
A Passion for their Subject Area: Encourage your child to complete extra reading, engage with 
TED talks, complete MOOCS (online courses), and think outside the restrictions of the exam 
specifications. Most of these things are free but could make a real difference to them.  
Character Development: The kind of things that will make them stand out from other applicants 
are the LORIC attributes: Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Initiative and Communication. 
They often find it quite difficult to recognise their own strengths in these areas - it is helpful for 
you to remind them of their areas of strength.  
Work Experience: Successful applications for some courses are enhanced by work experience. If 
you know anyone who would be willing to have them in to their work for a day or two, this can 
really help. It is also worth noting that the skills acquired through part-time paid and voluntary 
work are also valued by many universities; just make sure any part-time, ‘small’ job doesn’t turn 
into one that distracts from their work.  
University visits: Attending university Open Days is invaluable for a variety of reasons – and 
many are over the weekend so there’s often no need to miss lessons. Students will be able to 
speak to course tutors, test the travel arrangements to and from home, look at the location, 
accommodation...a whole wealth of things that will ensure that they are making an informed 
choice. The universities often run sessions for parents at their Open Days. 
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What is the UCAS Process?  
UCAS stands for the University and Colleges Admissions Service and is the organisation that 
administers and processes applications to universities.  
The process for sixth forms starts in the summer term when students register on the UCAS 
website and begin the completion of their application form. The application form is divided into 
straightforward sections: personal details, course choices, education history, employment 
history and a personal statement. A member of staff, often the tutor, will provide a reference.  
By the end of the summer term, most students have completed much of the application form 
and have made a start with the personal statement.  
There are key application dates of which you need to be aware (these are for 2019 entry; they 
are normally the same every year):  
October 1st Deadline for music courses via UCAS Conservatoires.  
October 15th Deadline for Oxford, Cambridge and most courses in Medicine, Dentistry and 
Veterinary Medicine. (There are also extra admissions tests with many of these applications.)  
January 15th Application deadline for the majority of undergraduate courses.  
Once an application has been sent to UCAS, it can be tracked. A university may offer a student a 
conditional place for the course that has been applied for – so the student will have to achieve 
the grades or points asked for by the university to secure their place. Alternatively, they may be 
offered an unconditional place or be rejected. If a student is rejected from all of their university 
choices, they may re-start the application process in February when UCAS Extra opens, an 
opportunity to apply to different universities, or different courses.  
What can you do?  
One thing you can do is to take your child to visit universities, if this is a possible, or look online 
at each campus. It’s also helpful to discuss different options with your child – find out why they 
want to go to university. Do they want to or are they ‘following the crowd’?  
If you want to find out more, UCAS has many tools for parents. These look at the application 
process in detail, including accommodation and finance. You can also sign up for monthly 
newsletters to keep you in touch with the whole application process. Just search for parents at 
www.ucas.com. 
 

http://www.ucas.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 

Preparing to apply for an apprenticeship  
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What can 
you do?  
There are a number of apprenticeship levels:  
Traineeships: no formal qualifications  
Intermediate Apprenticeships: equivalent to five good GCSEs  
Advanced Apprenticeships: equivalent to A-levels  
Higher Apprenticeships: can lead to a HND, HNC or Foundation Degree  
Degree Apprenticeships: lead to a full undergraduate degree and include study at a university.  
Sixth Forms/colleges tend to focus on applications to Higher and Degree apprenticeships. Both 
Higher and Degree apprenticeships offer salaries; they are proper jobs but provide training and 
qualifications.  
Higher Apprenticeships can be accessed in a range of careers such as law, broadcasting, 
engineering, finance, IT. The list is constantly growing. For example, a five-year Higher 
Apprenticeship in Law can result in the position of a Chartered Legal Executive, equivalent to a 
lawyer. The BBC offers, amongst other things, a Production Assistant Apprenticeship which 
involves working on live TV programmes, dramas, sport and radio.  
Degree Apprenticeships can result in a wide range of professional careers, from a nuclear 
scientist to a solicitor. They are developed by employers, universities and professional bodies. 
Time is split between university and the workplace; the apprentice is fully salaried and, very 
importantly, pays no university fees.  
What can you do?  
It is worth being aware of what is available and the following links may be of interest to you as 
you have the conversations with your son/daughter:  
www.getingofar.gov.uk   


