
St. Augustine’s CE High School Curriculum Overview 
 
 

Department: Psychology   Exam Board: AQA     Key Stage:  4    Years: 10 and 11 
 

Term  Topics  Useful Links and Resources  How best to support your child 

Michaelmas    
Research methods  
Formulation of testable hypotheses  
Types of variable Independent variable, 
dependent variable, extraneous 
variables. 
Sampling methods 
Ethical considerations 
 
 
Social influence  
Conformity  
Obedience  
Prosocial behaviour  
Crowd and collective behaviour  

  
Chapter 4 and  5 
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ 
 
Films: The Experimenter. (Based on Milgram’s experiment). 
The Stanford Prison Experiment. (Zimbardo’s experiment  
 
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-a-variable-2795789 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyeJDq9E1W0 
 
 

 Key word revision – use flashcards 
to help your child memorise key 
words. On one side: a key word on 
another the definition. 
 
Encourage the use of completing 
quizzes in the digital book.  
Encourage your child to learn key 
studies: 
Asch’s conformity study 
Piliavin’s subway study  
Ask them to tell you the aims 
methods, results and conclusions. 
As well as strengths and 
weaknesses.  
Have internet access for your child 
and encourage them to open the 
links in the digital book 

Lent   
Research methods  
Quantitative and qualitative data 
Primary and secondary data 
Computation 
Descriptive statistics 
Brain and Neuropsychology  
Structure and function of the nervous 
system 
Neuron structure and function 
Structure and function of the brain 
An introduction to neuropsychology 

    
Chapter 4 and 7 
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ 
 
http://www.innerbody.com/image/nervov.html 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71pCilo8k4M  
 
https://science.howstuffworks.com/life/inside-the-mind/human-
brain/brain1.htm 
 

 Key word revision – use flashcards 
to help your child memorise key 
words. On one side: a key word on 
another the definition. 
 
Encourage the use of completing 
quizzes in the digital book. 
Encourage your child to learn key 
studies: 
Penfield’s study of the interpretive 
cortex 
Tulving’s gold memory study 

https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-a-variable-2795789
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyeJDq9E1W0
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
http://www.innerbody.com/image/nervov.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71pCilo8k4M
https://science.howstuffworks.com/life/inside-the-mind/human-brain/brain1.htm
https://science.howstuffworks.com/life/inside-the-mind/human-brain/brain1.htm
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https://www.brainline.org/tbi-basics/interactive-
brain?gclid=CP3lsZrfrdACFUW4GwodXoAMLw 
 
 

 Ask them to tell you the aims 
methods, results and conclusions. 
As well as strengths and 
weaknesses. 
Have internet access for your child 
and encourage them to open the 
links in the digital book 

Trinity   
Psychological problems 
An introduction to mental health 
How the incidence of significant mental 
health problems changes over time 
Effects of significant mental health 
problems on individuals and society 
Characteristics of clinical depression 
Theories of depression 
Interventions or therapies for depression 
Characteristics of addiction 
Theories of addiction 
Interventions or therapies for addiction 
Research methods  
Correlation 
Interpretation and display of 
quantitative data 
Normal distributions 
 

  Chapter 4 and 8 
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-SPX0cwSjM 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00lny48 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/clinical-depression/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yT_F0dMZRU 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cognitive-behavioural-
therapy-cbt/ 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/nov/06/fears-
children-addicted-online-games 
 

 Key word revision – use flashcards 
to help your child memorise key 
words. On one side: a key word on 
another the definition. 
 
Encourage the use of completing 
quizzes in the digital book. 
Encourage your child to learn key 
studies: 
Kaij’s twin study of alcohol abuse  
Wiles’s study of the effectiveness 
of CBT with antidepressants  
Ask them to tell you the aims 
methods, results and conclusions. 
As well as strengths and 
weaknesses. 
Have internet access for your child 
and encourage them to open the 
links in the digital book 

 
  

https://www.brainline.org/tbi-basics/interactive-brain?gclid=CP3lsZrfrdACFUW4GwodXoAMLw
https://www.brainline.org/tbi-basics/interactive-brain?gclid=CP3lsZrfrdACFUW4GwodXoAMLw
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-SPX0cwSjM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00lny48
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/clinical-depression/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yT_F0dMZRU
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cognitive-behavioural-therapy-cbt/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cognitive-behavioural-therapy-cbt/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/nov/06/fears-children-addicted-online-games
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/nov/06/fears-children-addicted-online-games
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Term  Topics  Useful Links and Resources  How best to support your child 

Michaelmas   Memory  
Processes of memory:  
How memories are encoded and stored. 
Structures of memory 
Memory as an active process 
Research methods 
Research procedures The use of standardised 
procedures, instructions to 
participants, randomisation, allocation to 
conditions, counterbalancing and extraneous 
variables (including explaining the effect of 
extraneous variables and how to control for 
them). 
Planning and conducting research 
 
 
 
 

  
Chapter 1 and 4 
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TausqSK9p9k 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_QbTX2qS10 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqczlYOdi8s 
 

  Key word revision – use flashcards to 
help your child memorise key words. On 
one side: a key word on another the 
definition. 
 
Encourage the use of completing quizzes 
in the digital book. 
Encourage your child to learn key studies: 
Murdock’s serial position curve study. 
Barletts War of Ghosts study. 
 
 Ask them to tell you the aims methods, 
results and conclusions. As well as 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Have internet access for your child and 
encourage them to open the links in the 
digital book 

Lent   
Development  
Early brain development 
Piaget’s stage theory and the development 
of intelligence 
The role of Piaget’s theory in education 
The effects of learning on development 
 
Language, thought and communication. 
 
The possible relationship between 
language and thought 
The effect of language and thought on our 
view of the world 
Differences between human and animal 

   
Chapter 3 and 6 
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3BoUpMjY-Y 
 
https://www.psychologized.org/what-is-the-
difference-between-assimilation-and-
accommodation/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4oYOjVDgo0 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUWn_TJTrnU 
 
https://www.learning-styles-online.com/overview/ 

  Key word revision – use flashcards to 
help your child memorise key words. On 
one side: a key word on another the 
definition. 
Encourage the use of completing quizzes 
in the digital book. 
Encourage your child to learn key studies: 
Mc Garrigle and Donalson’s conservation 
study. 
Hughes egocentric study. 
Von Frisch’s bee study 
Yuki’s study of emotions 
  
 

https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TausqSK9p9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_QbTX2qS10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqczlYOdi8s
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3BoUpMjY-Y
https://www.psychologized.org/what-is-the-difference-between-assimilation-and-accommodation/
https://www.psychologized.org/what-is-the-difference-between-assimilation-and-accommodation/
https://www.psychologized.org/what-is-the-difference-between-assimilation-and-accommodation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4oYOjVDgo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUWn_TJTrnU
https://www.learning-styles-online.com/overview/
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Communication 
Non-verbal communication 
Explanations of non-verbal behaviour 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask them to tell you the aims methods, 
results and conclusions. As well as 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Have internet access for your child and 
encourage them to open the links in the 
digital book 

Trinity   
Perception  
Sensation and perception  
Visual cues and constancies  
Gibson's direct theory of perception – the 
influence of nature. 
Visual illusions  
Gregory's constructivist theory of 
perception – the influence of nurture  
Factors affecting perception 
Revision  

 Chapter 2 and (whole book!) 
https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ 
 
http://www.eyetricks.com/illusions.htm 
http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/sze-
muelue/index.html 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JF0ArkVDrT8 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuANjwVjMu8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNY0AAUtH3g 
 

 Key word revision – use flashcards to help 
your child memorise key words. On one 
side: a key word on another the 
definition. 
Encourage your child to learn key studies:  
Gilchirst and Niesberg’s food deprivation 
study. 
Bruner and Minturn’s expectation study. 
Ask them to tell you the aims methods, 
results and conclusions. As well as 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Have internet access for your child and 
encourage them to open the links in the 
digital book. 
Encourage your child to revise with no 
distractions. The room should be quiet 
and she/he should revise for an hour at a 
time, taking a small break in between. 
It’s advisable not to listen to music and 
to switch off mobile phones.  
The sooner revision starts the better.  

 
 

https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
http://www.eyetricks.com/illusions.htm
http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/sze-muelue/index.html
http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/sze-muelue/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JF0ArkVDrT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuANjwVjMu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNY0AAUtH3g

