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Department: History   Key Stage:  5    Year: 12 
 

Term  Topics  Useful Links and Resources  How best to support your child 

Michaelmas   Germany & West Germany – 1918-1989 (Edexcel) 
This option comprises a study in breadth, in which students learn 
about key political changes experienced in a unified 
Germany and then in West Germany after the Second World War, 
and the impact of these changes on German economic, social and 
cultural developments. 

• Political and Governmental Change: 1918-1989 
o Creation and collapse of the Weimar Republic, 1918–

33; creation of a republic, 1918–19; overcoming 
challenges to the democratic constitution, 1918–29; 
collapse of 
democracy, 1930–33. 

o Nazi dictatorship, 1933–45: establishing a dictatorship, 
1933–34; nature of Nazi government, 1934–39; 
government in wartime, 1939–45. 

o Return to democratic government, 1945–89: creation 
of the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), 1945–49; 
consolidation under Adenauer and Erhard, 1949–65; 
maintaining political 
stability under Brandt, Schmidt and Kohl, 1965–89. 

• Opposition, Control and Consent 1918- 1989 
o Opposition to government, 1918–89: the impact of 

Versailles, political extremism and crises, 1918–33; 
opposition and dissent in Nazi Germany, 1933–45; 
political dissent and active challenge, 1949–89. 

o Controlling the people, 1918–89: attempts to control 
extremism, 1918–32; censorship and repression, 1933–
45; the constitutional and legal response to political 
extremism, 
1949–89. 

 • Students receive topic lists and 
practise questions for both 
their Germany and Spain 
courses. 

• They should have a copy of the 
textbook, available here: 
Amazon textbook link 

 
GERMANY 
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-
dc.org/ - useful range of primary 
sources about Germany 
 
Hodder: Nationalism, dictatorship 
and democracy in 20th century 
Europe – This is a different text 
book that covers most of the same 
content – There is a copy at school 
 
A history of Modern Germany: 
Dietrich Orlow – covers 1871 to 
present so not all relevant to the 
course, the book is ordered 
chronologically however and 
makes a useful reference tool 
 
Richard J Evans Trilogy: -  
1. The coming of the Third Reich,  
2. The Third Reich in Power,  
3. The Third Reich at War 

 • Ensure they complete weekly 
homework and essays to their 
best of their ability, any 
support with spelling and 
grammar is hugely helpful but 
just listening to your child read 
their essay out loud can 
improve their result by a grade. 

 

• Ask your child to explain what 
they learnt or covered in class – 
it is great practise for them to 
explain their learning to others. 

 

• Use the notes that your child 
makes in class and support 
them in creating quizzes. You 
can use these to quiz their 
knowledge – essential for 
ensuring high level answers. 

 

• Help to support your child in 
creating or finding a quiet 
space where they are able to 
work undisturbed to complete 
homework or revise and 
prepare for examinations. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Level-History-Paper-dictatorship/dp/1447985303/ref=sxbs_sxwds-stvp?crid=37ZVM8S1ZEJ5S&keywords=germany+and+west+germany+1918-89&pd_rd_i=1447985303&pd_rd_r=c41c573e-f614-43e9-857c-d021e34a88d5&pd_rd_w=NeAk6&pd_rd_wg=C8IXT&pf_rd_p=7dc56c0d-8a5f-4d97-9143-7233b106859a&pf_rd_r=SK23A2H4KAAFM3DFKNFN&qid=1572531060&s=books&sprefix=germany+and+west+g%2Cstripbooks%2C184
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/
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Spain, 1930–78: republicanism, Francoism and 
the re-establishment of democracy (Edexcel) 

• Creation and destabilisation of the Second Republic, 1930–36 
o Spain, 1930–31: impact of political events, 1930–31 

and the creation of the Second Republic; forces of 
conservatism, including landowners, church, army; 
political unrest; economic and social problems. 

o Years of reform, 1931–33: Provisional government 
reform of the army and the church; tackling 
agricultural problems; reforms under Azana; responses 
from both left and right; unrest and repression. 

o Years of reaction, 1933–36: creation of CEDA; impact 
of the 1933 elections; undoing the reforms of 1931–33; 
the Asturias rising and its consequences; formation of 
the Popular Front. 

o The failure of the Popular Front 1936: election of 
February 1936; political instability and social unrest; 
the significance of Sotelo’s assassination; the 
attempted coup July 1936. 

 
Iain Kershaw has written 
extensively on the Nazis and is 
considered one of the best 
historians. His range of books is 
vast so has covered a lot of the 
subjects we discuss. 
 
Germany since 1945: politics 
culture and society – Book that 
covers most of the key themes of 
the FRG in a reasonable level of 
detail 
 
There is a huge wealth of videos, tv 
programmes and films related to 
this topic. Have a look yourself or 
ask your History teacher for 
inspiration! 
 
SPAIN 
 
A number of useful websites, 
books, timelines and overviews can 
be found here: 
Topic Overview Booklet Route G 
Edexcel  

Lent  Germany & West Germany – 1918-1989 (Edexcel) 

• Opposition, Control and Consent 1918- 1989 

o Popular support and political persuasion, 1918–89: the 
nature of support for the Weimar constitution, 1918–
32; support for the Nazi regime and the use of 
propaganda, 1933–45; the de-Nazification policies of 
the western 
allies, 1945–49; the nature of support for democracy in 
the FRG, 1949–89. 

• Economic development and policies 1918-1989 
o Reacting to economic challenges, 1918–32: economic 

crises and government response, 1918–23; policies for 
recovery, 1924–28; impact of, and response to, the 
Great Depression, 1929–32; changing living standards, 
1918–32. 

o Controlling the economy, 1933–45: attempting 
economic recovery, 1933–36; creating a command 

   

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/A%20level%20History%20topic%20booklets%20Nov%202017.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/A%20level%20History%20topic%20booklets%20Nov%202017.zip
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economy, 1936–39; changing living standards 1933–
39; impact of war, 1939–45. 

o Creating a social market economy, 1945–89: economic 
recovery, 1945–55; the ‘economic miracle’, 1955–66; 
surviving economic challenges, 1966–1989; integration 
into the European economy, 1949–89; changing living 
standards, 1945–89. 

• Historical Interpretations:  How far was Hitler’s foreign policy 
responsible for the Second World War? 

o The influence of German history on Nazi foreign policy. 
o Hitler’s ideas and his role in the shaping of Nazi foreign 

policy. 
o The reasons for the German invasion of Poland in 

1939. 
o The contribution of other nations to the outbreak of 

war. 
Spain, 1930–78: republicanism, Francoism and 
the re-establishment of democracy (Edexcel) 

• The Spanish Civil War 1936-39 
o Spain at the outbreak of war July–August 1936: 

Nationalist and Republican leadership, support and 
relative military strength; the geographical division of 
the country; the significance of the international 
response; the situation by the end of August. 

o The course of the war: the main campaigns and stages 
of the Nationalist advance; the impact of Republican 
political divisions; the impact of atrocities by both 
sides; the fall of Barcelona and Madrid in 1939. 

o Life during the war: the variety of experiences in the 
Republican zones; life in the Nationalist zone; attitudes 
towards women; the use of political terror. 

o Reasons for Nationalist victory: Republican 
weaknesses; Nationalist strengths; the role of Franco; 
the role of foreign intervention and the impact of non-
intervention. 

• Establishing Franco’s dictatorship, 1938–56 



St. Augustine’s CE High School Curriculum Overview 
 

o Creation of the ‘new state’: establishing control in the 
Nationalist zone 1938; initial policies; the influence of 
the Falange; managing Nationalist rivalries; the 
establishment and survival of a fascist dictatorship 
under Franco. 

o Controlling society: the legacy of the civil war; political 
terror and repression; censorship; the role of the 
church; propaganda; cult of personality; education 
policies; attitudes 
towards women. 

o Economic development: economic problems and the 
impact of the civil war; the development of 
corporatism; the implementation of autarky; successes 
and failures. 

o The dictatorship and foreign relations, 1939–56: 
maintaining neutrality, 1939–45; creating international 
relationships in the Cold War environment, 1945–56. 

 

Trinity  Germany & West Germany – 1918-1989 (Edexcel) 

• Aspects of Life in Germany & West Germany 1918-1989 

o Attitudes towards women, 1918–89: the role and 
status of women, 1918–1932; the impact of the Kinder, 
Küche, Kirche policies and the Second World War on 
women’s lives, 1933–45; the role and status of women 
in the FRG. 

o Education and cultural developments, 1918–89: 
education in the Weimar Republic; cultural 
experimentation, 1918–32; Nazi education and cultural 
policies, 1933–45; education in the FRG, including 
post-war re-education policies; cultural and 
generational tensions in the FRG. 

o Attitudes towards ethnic minorities, 1918–89: the 
status of, and attitudes towards, ethnic minorities, 
1918–32; Nazi racial policies, including the Final 
Solution; the status of, and attitudes towards, ethnic 
minorities in the FRG. 
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Spain, 1930–78: republicanism, Francoism and 
the re-establishment of democracy (Edexcel) 

• Dictatorship remodelled and the transition to democracy, 
1956–78 

o Economic and social change, 1956–75: economic 
problems, the decline of the Falange and rise of the 
technocrats in the late 1950s; the ‘economic miracle’, 
1960–75 and impact of 
the growth of tourism; social developments and 
tensions. 

o Political developments, 1956–75: the reasons for, and 
nature of, political change, 1956–70; the changing 
influence of the church; the reasons for, and nature of, 
increased opposition to Franco’s rule; the growth of 
regional nationalism; government reaction, 1970–75; 
developments in international relations. 

o Planning and managing succession: the Law of 
Leadership Succession 1947; the decision to return to 
monarchy 1969; reaction to the decision from 
reformers and conservatives; 
the role of Juan Carlos, 1969–74; the death of Franco 
1975. 

o Transition to democracy: the role of Juan Carlos; 
immediate steps towards democracy; conservative 
obstacles; agreeing a democratic constitution in 1978. 

 

 

 


