COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY
Mission Statement
Our mission as a Church of England School is:
To support Christians on their journeys of faith.
To support those of other faiths on their journeys.
To challenge those of no faith by what they encounter.
This mission is supported through:
RS lessons
Collective worship
The weekly theme
Church services
St Augustine’s is a school with a Christian Ethos in a multi-faith community. A key part of our Christian
ethos is the value that we place on each and every student, which is also reflected in the inclusive
nature of the school. We believe strongly in the value of our Christian ethos as a way to develop
students spiritually, morally, socially, and culturally. This is evident in the value that we place in religious
studies, as well as in the weekly theme which is explored in collective worship. Students are encouraged
to grow spiritually, by being challenged on the way that they look at the world, their religious beliefs,
and their own psychological development. Students are encouraged to grow morally, by being
challenged to reflect on their actions, and those of other people.
At St Augustine’s, we believe strongly in equality. All students and staff are respected for who they are,
regardless of ethnicity, gender, age, religion or sexuality.
Collective Worship
During a school year at St Augustine’s, a student can expect to attend:
Assemblies - Every week
School Eucharists - Once each year
Special services in church - Twice each year
All teachers and all Sixth Form students have the right to apply for permission to withdraw. Parents have
the right to apply for permission to withdraw their children. Attention is drawn, however, to the
undertakings made on joining the school community. Applications for withdrawal from all or part of this
Church School’s programme of collective worship, etc., should be made to the Headteacher, who may
refer them to the Board of Governors.

Religious Studies
Religious Studies (R.S) is taken extremely seriously in the school. Students in Key Stage 3 have 2 hours of
R.S provision each week, all students in Key Stage 4 study GCSE R.S and receive 3 hours of provision
weekly. Students in Key Stage 5 receive 15-25 hours of R.S provision annually.
Assemblies
Weekly assemblies are based on the ‘theme for the week’, and have a clear spiritual or moral message.
A variety of presentation techniques should be used in order to deliver the message effectively to the
students. The assembly should include the reading assigned for the week, and end with the school
prayer. The SLT member on duty greets the students and introduces the member of staff delivering the
assembly.
Form Time
In one of the other form times during the week, the form tutor should introduce and discuss the weekly
theme with their form. Each week a short presentation is made by the Head of R.S to help teachers with
this.
Church Services
In addition to weekly collective worship, the following church services take place during the school year.
Students find these services a good opportunity to reflect upon their personal lives which also supports
their academic progress
Michaelmas Term
Welcome Service – Year 7 and Year 12
Year 8 Mass
Year 11 Mass
Sixth Form Form Mass
Christingle Service – Year 7
Advent Service - Everyone
Lent Term
Candlemas /Ash Wednesday Service - Everyone
Passiontide Service - Everyone
Year 7 Mass
Year 8 Mass
Year 9 Mass
Trinity Term
Founders Day Service – Year 7, 8 and 9
End of Year Service - Everyone
Volunteers needed for Year Mass

Eucharists
Each year group attends a Eucharist at Church once a year. Students are encouraged to participate in the
running of the Eucharists, and volunteers function as readers, servers, acolytes, crucifers, and bell
ringers.
Responsibility for Collective Worship
Responsibility, lying with the governors and Headteacher, is devolved. Responsibility for assemblies,
both regular and occasional is carried by the Deputy Headteacher and the Head of R.S. Other collective
gatherings are the responsibility of the Directors of Learning and tutors.
Links with other faith groups
St Augustine’s has strong relationships with other faith groups in the local area. This includes the local
mosque, local synagogues, and local religious museums. Students regularly go on trips to places of
worship. Visitors from other faiths regularly attend the school to deliver talks.

