
 

What do governors do? 
 
 
Parent governors are elected for four years (but may stand down before this) and may complete their term of 
office after their children have left the school.  
 
The governing body includes the Headteacher, one staff member, two parent governors, one Local Authority 
governor appointed by the Tri-borough and nine Foundation Governors who are appointed by the foundation 
bodies of voluntary aided schools.  
 
The Governing Body has an important role in the school. Its main responsibility is to promote high standards of 
achievement, and it does this by working with the Headteacher and staff and overseeing the development of the 
school. This includes: 
 

 Agreeing the school's aims, policies, targets and priorities  
 Ensuring the school achieves high standards for all learners  
 Making sure money is spent wisely  
 Making sure the curriculum is broad and balanced  
 Acting as a link between the local community and the school  

Meetings are held once or twice a term and governors are also expected to join committees, which meets 
regularly and considers matters in more detail. 
 
The Governing Body works as a team, reflecting the views and interests of parents, staff, the local authority and 
the community. While governors are representatives of their electorate or appointing body, they are not 
delegates and cannot be mandated to vote in any particular way. Each governor’s main duty is to the best 
interests of the pupils and the school. 
 
Governors are volunteers but may claim for expenses such as travel or childcare, by agreement with other 
governors.  
 
 
ELIGIBILITY TO STAND AND VOTE IN PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTIONS 
 
The following parents are eligible to stand as and vote for parent governors: 
 

 natural parents with parental responsibility, whether or not they live with a child – unless there is a court 
order prohibiting contact 

 natural parents’ partners living with the child 

 those who have actual or legal custody – this could include foster parents, grandparents or other relatives 
etc... 

 
You will be able to be nominated as a parent governor provided that you 
 

 are over 18 years of age 

 are not bankrupt or disqualified as a company director 



 have not been removed as a charity trustee 

 are not barred by the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) from working with children or young people 
or disqualified as an independent school manager 

 have not, in the five years prior to becoming a governor, received a sentence of imprisonment, suspended or 
otherwise, for a period of three months or more without the option of a fine 

  have not, in the twenty years prior to becoming a governor received a sentence of imprisonment for a period 
of two and a half years or more 

  have not, at any time, had passed on me a sentence of imprisonment for a period of five years or more 

 have not been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school premises   within the last five years 

 are not an elected councillor on Westminster City Council 

 do not work at the school for more than 500 hours a year 

 am not subject to a disqualification order under the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000 

 agree to have an enhanced disclosure with the Disclosure and Barring Service (statutory requirement).  
 
Checks to identify anyone who is barred or is unsuitable to work with children will take place. If other information 
is disclosed as part of the check which gives cause for concern, you may need to discuss the issues with the 
Headteacher, Chair of Governors or Local Authority who may recommend that you stand down.  
 


