
Year 10 
Raising Achievement Evening

September 2019



Session Aims:

• To understand the expectation of GCSE pupils
• To highlight key strategies used within St Augustine’s to 

develop learning and progress.
• To demonstrate practical tips/approaches to help during 

their GCSEs.



KS4 Team – Year 10 

Deputy Headteacher               Director of Learning Pastoral Coordinator 
Rachel Kelly Sharon Andrews Sharon Toone



Welcome all staff old and new

A10 A Whent 004
B10 R Lewis/R Alvalez 107
C10 S Ebzao/C O Flanagan 008
D10 M Simon 104
E10 J Barrier 102
F10 S Hill 116



What will GCSEs feel like for a child and parent



What do the grades mean?
• Every subject will be awarded a final assessment in August 2021 

of a GCSE grade 9-1.

• BTEC subjects will be awarded grades of Distinction*, Distinction, 
Merit and Pass, both at Level 1 and 2.

• The majority of 6th Forms and Colleges in Westminster and the 
surrounding area will have entry requirements which have a 
minimum expectation of a grade 5 or higher in English and 
Maths, plus 3 more subjects at a grade 5. For certain subjects, a 
grade 6 or 7 may be needed to be eligible to study that course.

• However, there are other educational paths eg Apprenticeships, 
college courses.
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GCSE English Literature
GCSE English Language 

2019-21



English Literature
Our set texts
• Pigeon English
• A Christmas Carol
• Macbeth
• Power and Conflict Anthology

Could you take your child to a play of one of our 
texts?

Could you watch a film of one of the texts with 
them?

Could you ask them about the story?

TALKING IS TEACHING 
If you ask your child to teach you they retain 90% 

of what they learn.

If they tell you “I’m reading”, that’s not good 
enough, it is not sufficient studying.

DISCUSSION (with you) and TEACHING YOU really 
helps them to retain learning. Literature and their 

issues is very interesting – get talking with your 
child.



English Language

• Your children need to be reading.

• Reading good examples of creative writing to see what success looks like 
(their own Creative piece is worth 25% of their English Language GCSE)

• Reading Non Fiction Newspapers (of good quality and a reading age of 
around 16 years, not the Metro which has a reading age of approx. 8 years) 
such as The Guardian (free online), The Times (3 free weekly articles). They 
will have 2 newspaper articles in Paper 2 exam.

• Finally – Standard English is the written requirement in all exams. Children 
write what they speak – encourage good grammar and standard English in 
conversations. Correct poor grammar when speaking.



GCSE Maths 
2019-2021



GCSE Subject Specification
• First examination was in summer 2017
• The volume of subject content has increased.  Harder topics have been 

introduced at both Foundation and Higher
• Changes in assessment
• Total time of examination increasing: 3 papers (paper 1 non-calculator, 2 

calculator) , 1.5 hours each. 
• There are fewer marks at the lower levels and more marks at the higher 

levels (at both Foundation and Higher);
• Greater emphasis on problem solving and mathematical reasoning.



Students will be required to memorise more formulae



What does GCSE Maths involve?

Subject content:

1) Number
2) Algebra
3) Ratio, Proportion, rates of change
4) Geometry and measures
5) Probability
6) Statistics
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Equipment 

• Calculator
• Pencil / Pen
• Green pen
• Ruler
• Protractor
• Rubber
• Compass



Higher Education

• Mathematics opens the door to just about anything! It would be 
required for / useful in any of the following and many more:

Accountancy, Computing, Geography, Sciences (all), Actuary, 
Cybernetics, Information Technology, Sports Science, Architecture, 
Economics, Law, Statistics, Biomechanics, Engineering, Medicine, 
Teaching, Business, Environmental Studies, Psychology and, of course, 
Mathematics.

• A Level Maths and A Level Further Maths often need a Grade 7 at GCSE 
in order to be take this subject.



GCSE Science
Combined Science
Separate Science 

2019-2021



Comparing AQA Separate and Combined Science

AQA Separate Science AQA Combined Science

You get 3 Science GCSE results
Biology, Chemistry and Physics

You get 2 Science GCSE results
A combination of your Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics

8 lessons of Science a week 5 lessons of science a week

6 GCSE Exams (2 in Biology, 2 in 
Chemistry and 2 Physics) each paper 

being 1 hour and 45 minutes

6 GCSE Exams (2 in Biology, 2 in Chemistry 
and 2 Physics) each paper being 1 hour and 

15 minutes

Must complete/learn the required 
practical's

Must complete/learn the required 
practical's

Maths, Literacy and multiple choice 
questions 

Maths, Literacy and multiple choice 
questions 



How to prepare for Science GCSEs

1. Revision Guides
2. Show my homework- teachers might be uploading 

videos, quizzes etc. to help you revise
3. YouTube: Free Science lessons
4. Twig World- videos used by your teachers during 

lesson. Sign up using your school email for a free 
month.

5. Kerboodle
6. BBC Bitesize
7. Get revising website- some notes and revision ideas.



Higher Education

• A Level Biology, A Level Chemistry and A Level Physics will often need 
either a Grade 6 at Separate in Separate Sciences or Grade 7 in 
Combined Science in order to be take these subjects.



TUTORS

Every year:

• Some students disengage from lessons 
in school (“I’ve got a tutor”)

• Behave poorly and disruptively in 
lessons (“I’ve got a tutor who will do 

this with me”)

• Answer on the wrong texts in the exam, 
and these children NEVER perform at 
the same standard as the rest of the 

cohort (this year 4 students answered 
on Love and Relationships poetry which 

we do not teach here and all scored 
0/30)

Before considering a tutor:
- Is your child working hard and trying their best with us in school?

- Are they completing all homework?

If you decide on a tutor:

- Do they know/ have they taught the AQA exam 
board specifications?

- Have they taught the new specifications (it’s a new 
world since exams from 2017 onwards)

- Do they teach/know the texts your child learns at 
our school (5 lessons a week with us and our texts 
will never compare to a tutor attempting to teach 

your child another text)

- Do they know the assessment objectives of the 
GCSEs? Knowing a text is entirely different to 

knowing what the exam board is looking for from 
students



Important dates for your diary:

•Work experience period:

–Starts: Monday 2nd March 2020
–Ends: Friday 13th March 2020 (inclusive)

•Work experience briefing:

–Friday 28th February 2020



Benefits of Work Experience
• To enable you to develop the 

following skills:
• Communication
• Organisation
• Problem solving
• Decision making
• Self confidence
And also,
• Get an insight into the challenges 

of the world of work
• Put into practice knowledge 

across the curriculum
• Think about career progression

.



Work experience pack

3 documents:

1. Parent consent form (white paper)
Signed and returned as soon as possible

2. Student choice form (green paper)
Signed and returned as soon as possible

3. Self placement form (blue paper)
Returned once the placement is found and signed by the employer



Main contacts

•Mr. Ydri
•Work Related Learning 
Manager
•Room : 019 (atrium)



Parents please...
• Support us with the non-negotiables.
• Make sure your son/daughter has a 

quiet place to work. A table/desk is 
best as this replicates their actual 
exam environment.

• Ask how they are!
• Check they are eating right and having 

plenty of water.
• Set a limit on their phones and social 

media use.



Parents please...
• Exercise helps with stress management and focus/concentration 

levels – even a 10 minute walk to the shops or around the block 
can make a difference.

• No phones, tablets or electronic devices to be left in their rooms 
once they go to bed – they are not sleeping!

• Ask them one thing they have learnt today.
• Attend Academic Review Days
• Light touch approach!



What a successful St Augustine’s Year 10 does!

• Has excellent Attendance and Punctuality
• Is focused and motivated
• Is fully equipped 
• Completes all classwork and homework
• Meets deadlines
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Exam board for each subject
• English Language – AQA
• English Literature - AQA
• Maths - Edexcel
• Science - AQA
• Computing - OCR
• History - Edexcel
• Geography - Edexcel 
• Spanish - Edexcel
• French - Edexcel

• Drama - AQA
• Media - WJEC
• PE -OCR
• Business Studies - Edexcel
• Art – AQA
• RE - AQA
• Certification in Digital Application 

– OCR
• Technology – AQA
• Health and Social Care - Edexcel



Attendance - Impact on grades

• If your child’s attendance is 100% he/she is more likely to achieve or 
exceed their target grade.

• If your child’s attendance falls below 90% he/she is likely to achieve one 
grade lower than their target grade.

• If your child’s attendance falls below 80% he/she is likely to achieve two 
grades lower than their target grade.



1. All appointments should be made for after school hours.
2. You must bring a medical note from your GP to explain any 

illness or prolonged absence.
3. Any decline in attendance that is unauthorised will be referred 

to our Attendance Officer and the local authority.  This can lead 
to intervention from the authority, allocation of a member of 
the borough’s early help team, home visits, penalty fines and 
even court. 



Outstanding Punctuality
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